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ENABLING STRATEGIC DETERRENCE

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s (DTRA) mission is to enable the Department of 
Defense (DoD), The United States Government and International partners to counter and 
deter weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and emerging threats.  

DTRA serves two distinct, yet highly integrated roles as both a Defense Agency and a 
Combat Support Agency. Within the framework of these dual roles, we leverage our core 
functions, which enable us to detect, deter, and defeat threat across the spectrum. 

To enable Strategic Deterrence, DTRA 

Partners with Interagency to:

• Maintain positive control over U.S. nuclear weapons, components, and materials 

• Monitor the status of the U.S. nuclear arsenal

• Maintain nuclear security technologies, safety training, guidance, standards, and policies 
associated with the nuclear deterrent 

Enhances resilience by: 

• Focusing on critical infrastructure, site vulnerability

• Controlling in-place measures for U.S. nuclear weapons, components, and material   

As China, Russia, and 
North Korea modernize 
and expand their 
nuclear forces, DTRA:

Enables the Services 
and United States 
Strategic Command 
to ensure the U.S. 
strategic deterrent 
continues to be safe, 
secure, and credible. 

Directly supports 
strategic response 
through the 
maintenance of 
nuclear readiness and 
modernization, mission 
assurance, force 
preparedness, and 
treaty verifi cation.

Models nuclear 
employment effects, 
and examines 
emerging trends that 
could complicate 
U.S. deterrence 
operations or defense 
planning through 
Joint, Interagency, 
and international 
workshops, 
roundtables, and 
exercises.

This work informs 
consequence 
management analysis, 
improves Joint Force 
survivability, and 
signals U.S. resolve to 
those that challenge 
U.S. actions.


